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Lietz HSC Newsletter
HSC provides support to the Lietz community &
funds for school enhancements and programs.

Meet the Board

Dear Lietz community,

As we begin a new school year physically distanced from one another, it feels
especially important to provide connection and support, even if it must be done
virtually. Though we cannot physically gather, we are grateful for the
technology that allows us to see and hear one another, and to experience the
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sense of community that we have built at Lietz.

Thank you to those who were able to join us for our first HSC General Meeting
on Zoom last week. It was wonderful to see 45 faces, both new and familiar.
We look forward to meeting with you throughout the year.

We have begun this year with a renewed sense of gratitude for the
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commitment that our teachers and staff at Lietz have to our children. None
could have ever foreseen having to create space in their home to teach a class
of children virtually. Whether they have been teaching for 25+ years or this is
their first, whether balancing the needs of their own young children at home or
trying to figure out the seemingly endless list of apps that are now their
teaching tools, our teachers are forging a new path for all of our children.

A lot of extra grace is needed right now. Grant our teachers grace, as they
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deal with new challenges of wifi, glitchy connections, and unexpected
unmuting during lessons. Grant our children grace, as they begin a school year
unable to hold hands or run with friends across the playground or see their
teacher walk out to greet them in the morning. And grant yourself grace.
Parents are juggling and multi-tasking, trying to keep everything afloat, to keep
our children happy, healthy, and thriving. Know that you are not alone.

Caitlin Samenfeld-Specht
Parliamentarian

HSC GENERAL MEETINGS
Wednesdays, 7:00 - 8:00pm
Join us on zoom
Meeting ID: 889 9833 3652

As your Executive Board, we are not only here to help coordinate programs and
events, we are here to provide support and foster connections in our
community. If you have any ideas to share, questions to ask, concerns to raise,
we are here. Please stay safe and healthy, and remember that while these days
may feel extra long, these precious years are so short. With gratitude and hope
for the year ahead,

Passcode: 856638

*October 21

*March 17

Kelli Martines

*November 18

*April 21

P.S Hope to see you at our October meeting. And btw, turn your video on so we

*January 20

*May 19

can see you! :)

*February 24
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WE ARE EXCITED TO INTRODUCE THE
NEW LIETZ HSC WEBSITE!
GO TO WWW.LIETZHSC.COM TO CREATE YOUR OWN
ACCOUNT.
YOU WILL GET NOTIFIED OF HSC EVENTS,
SEE INFORMATION ABOUT VARIOUS PROGRAMS,
AND SIGN UP FOR VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITES!
IT ALSO HAS CALENDAR INTEGRATION!

WE NEED VOLUNTEERS FOR THE
FOLLOWING COMMITTEES:
Co-Chair for Evening Around the World
Co-Chairs for Silent Auction
Co-Chair for Spring Carnival
Co-Chairs for Staff Appreciation
Co-Chairs for Sweetheart Dance
Co-Chair for Walk N Roll
Co-Chair for Yearbook

Go to
https://www.lietzhsc.com/help/volunt
eers-room-volunteers/ to sign up.
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THANK YOU TO ALL OF YOU FOR SUPPORTING OUR
FUNDRAISER AT MOUNTAIN'S MIKE ON SEPTEMBER
23RD! IT WAS A HUGE SUCCESS!!! PLEASE
CONTINUE TO PROVIDE YOUR SUPPORT WITH OUR
UPCOMING FUNDRAISERS.

Oct 5, Mon. 7:00pm
Project Cornerstone Training

Oct 8, Mon. 4-9pm
Chef's Night Out

Oct 21, Wed. 7-8pm
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IMPORTANT DATES

HSC General Meeting

Please visit
https://www.lietzhsc.com/events/
to subscribe (press subscribe at the
bottom of the page)

Jessica Steed, Program Lead
jessica.steed@lietzhsc.com
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Art Vistas is a fun and exciting art education program at Lietz that is staffed entirely by
parent volunteers like you! Our volunteers (called docents) give six presentations
throughout the year to their child’s class, giving simple explanations of art concepts,
showing fine art prints, and talking about the artists. Each presentation is followed by a
hands-on project where children get the chance to apply some of the concepts they
have learned.
As you may expect, the Art Vistas program will look different this year! Our team of
volunteers is working with the Art Vistas Board for Union School District to adapt to the
online learning platform. Our District Board is working to provide a library of videos for
the first few lessons of the year, and beyond as needed.
At Lietz, we will use our volunteer docents to lead live lessons via Zoom with their
classrooms whenever possible. Teachers will be able to use the Art Vistas video library
to post lessons for any students who are unable to attend live lessons, or use them in
lieu of a docent if necessary. We are also working to modify and/or change our handson projects to use materials more readily available at home, and we hope kids will have
fun trying out these new ideas.
The goal this year is to exercise imaginations, encourage creative expression, and
foster love of art! Please feel free to get in touch with our Head Docent team if you
have any questions.

Art Vistas Head Docents:
Rebekah Frederickson (K-1)
Caitlin Samenfeld-Specht (2-3)
Priya Vartak (4-5)
artvistas@lietzhsc.com

In this enrichment program, students in all grades:
Learn basic ceramic skills, building on what was learned in previous years
Learn the process to turn a lump of clay into a glazed piece of ceramic
are encouraged to plan and follow directions, adapt, interpret and improvise, all
while improving hand-eye coordination and motor skills
Gain a sense of accomplishment and pride in their creativity & craftsmanship
Create wonderful keepsakes for both the artists and their families
Unfortunately, it isn’t practical to send clay and glazes back and forth to homes
during this period of distance learning.

Students can, however, practice the skills

using inexpensive air dry clay, polymer clay, or homemade salt dough and materials
found around the house. Many schools across the country are providing clay lessons
on YouTube.

We will soon be posting projects by grade level on the webpage that

families can follow. I will be recommending some good videos as well as our written
project sheets.
This wonderful art program is run completely by volunteers, both in the classroom and
behind the scenes. To be ready to start the program when more students are allowed
back on campus, we are creating safety guidelines, but also need to identify Docents
and Helpers for each class and Program Leads who make sure everything runs
smoothly. We’ll be sending out more information on volunteering once we know when
we are coming back.

Create with Clay Lead:
Aaryn Church
CreatewithClay@lietzhsc.com
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Dear Community,
My name is Sarah Rizvi and I am a new lead with Project Cornerstone. I want to start by
recognizing the hard work of all the parents, teachers and Lietz staff. This year has
challenged our community in ways that most of us never could have imagined. One way
to adapt to an ever changing situation is to be as flexible as possible.
Project Cornerstone is flexibly adapting to the online platform to ensure that all youth
have the skills to feel valued, respected and known. We do this by following a curriculum,
set by the YMCA of Silicon Valley, that helps children build social and emotional skills.
The overarching theme this year is teaching empathy. Typically our volunteers would go

PROJECT
CORNERSTONE

into classrooms to read books from the curriculum and facilitate activities. This year our
volunteers will be following the lead of the teachers and working closely with them to
find an option that fits into their busy class schedule and works well for their particular
group of students.
If you are interested in volunteering, the commitment is about 1-2 hours per month and
you will be partnered with another volunteer. This is actually the easiest time to volunteer
for Project Cornerstone since you can produce your own recordings whenever you have
time (i.e., your children have gone to sleep)! Our first virtual training meeting will be held
on Monday, October 5, 2020 via Zoom and anyone interested is welcome to join us.

Project Cornerstone Lead:
Sarah Rizvi
sarah.rizvi@lietzhsc.com
Lisa Valera remains onboard to lead the kindergarten curriculum and training. Two years
ago, Lisa saw the need to offer the Kindergarten set of Project Cornerstone books by
Cheri Meiners and took initiative to attend trainings and share with our kindergarten
readers. This has been such a benefit to our children!

Project Cornerstone Kindergarten Lead:
Lisa Valera
lisa.valera@lietzhsc.com

Walkathon

GARDEN CLUB
Our New Garden (located behind the Maker's Space)

The Walk-a-thon is our first, most fun, and biggest fundraiser of the

and the Old Garden (located behind After Care

school year. Our team has been working together to set up a walk-

transportable) remains as we left it earlier this year.

a-thon like no other in the history of Lietz! No spoilers, but we're

per the District we are unable to work onsite in the

working to make it fun and safe for our entire Lietz community. Stay

gardens at this time.

tuned for more details!

please look out for our notifications or otherwise known

Walk-a-thon Leads:
Jennifer Kubisz
Jasmin Canty

Once activities resume on campus

as 'call to garden action'!

Garden Club Leads:
Lisa Porter & John Wheeler

CONTACT
YOUR HSC
TEAM
We are transitioning from gmail ids to lietzhsc.com, please
contact us here:
Board: board@lietzhsc.com
President: president@lietzhsc.com
Co-Vice Presidents: vp@lietzhsc.com
Co-Treasurers: treasurer@lietzhsc.com
Secretary: secretary@lietzhsc.com
Parliamentarian: parliamentarian@lietzhsc.com

As

New Garden (Located behind Maker’s Space)
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